ESCHATOLOGY 101
Session 7
Survey of Revelation Chapters 17-18
Chapter 17
The Woman On The Scarlet Beast
1. Punishment of the great prostitute.  God has had patience with the world as seen in 2 Peter…not that he is slow in bringing judgment but his desire is to see all come to repentance.  He will, however, bring judgment on the world at the appointed time and there will be punishment of idolatry that has plagued the world since after the flood of Noah.
2. By may waters.  This term is used in several places in Revelation and usually it is depicting the many nations and peoples of the earth.  The “sea” and the “waters” are used to describe the many gentile nations of the earth.  I believe the use here is no different.  Idolatry has been rampant in the nations of the earth and will be even more corrupt in the last days.
3. Kings of the earth committed adultry.  The leaders of the nations have and will in the future led their nations into the idolatry of things as well as in false religion.  This will be intensified as we near the end of the age. The rulers of the nations will take part in leading their nations into this corrupt system.
4.  Inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries.  People whose names are not written in the Book of Life will be led into indulging in the systems of idolatry because their evil desires within them will desire this.  The elect will choose not to take part because they will have the gift of discernment which comes from the Holy Spirit and the Word.  Many “religious” people will be deceived and will participate in this system because the Holy Spirit does not dwell in them.  This will take great wisdom to discern (v. 9).
5.  Cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries.   Idolatry will always be unacceptable to a Holy God.  We tend to rationalize and make excuses for our idolatrous behavior but with God, there are no excuses.  We are either obedient and worship with spirit led lives or we choose to go our own way.  If we think we can have it both way, we deceive ourselves.  
6.  Woman was drunk with the blood of God’s holy people, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus.  False and idolatrous religion is always opposed to anything that is of God.  Often, it will oppose godliness to the point of persecution and death.  So shall it be at the end of the age when the world wide false religion will vehemently oppose God…and why not!!  Satan is the author of this false religion but he is also the great deceiver!  
7.  The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the creation of the world will be astonished.  The world will marvel after the leaders (Beast and others) because they will be given powers and great authority to do incredible things.  Their power will be unmatched throughout all of human history.  This again calls for great wisdom and discernment from the elect.
8. Seven heads are seven hills – represents kingdoms or nations that have had a particular idolatrous history especially as it relates to the nation of Israel.  
9.  seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come .  This is recounting who these seven kingdoms (and kings) are.  The five that have fallen (or in the past – when John would have been receiving this) are Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia and Greece.  The one that “is” would have been the Roman Empire and the one who is still to come (in John’s day) is up to debate.  We will discuss this issue after we finish this chapter.  It is a critical issue to understand!
10.  Beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is going to his destruction.  This 8th kingdom that is discussed here is the kingdom that will come on the earth at the end of the age.  This kingdom will go beyond any other kingdom before it as it will be greater than any of the other and will be world-wide in scope.  It will accomplish what the other kingdoms attempted but were unable to achieve.  Its leader will be unparalleled in power and authority.  The interesting point is that it will come from one of the previous 7 kingdoms.  This is why it is important to understand the possible seventh kingdom that is not named.
11.  Ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom .  I believe that this is in reference to 10 kings that will rule under the Anti-Christ at the end of the age.  They will be given power for a short time and will be under the authority of the Anti-Christ.  
12.  They will wage war against the Lamb.  These will be in cooperation with the Anti-Christ and will wage war on all those who hold to the testimony of the Lamb and are obedient to their faith.  They will also oppose him when he comes at his return and will probably participate in Armageddon. 
13.  The waters you saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations and languages.  This is in reference to the fact that this term does seem to mean the gentile nations of the world.  This is related to our previous discussion on this term.
14.  They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked.  This is an interesting statement that needs to be contemplated.  My belief is that the Anti-Christ will use religion to gain authority and to be worshiped…and then he will discard the trappings of the religion and throw it off.  Religion will be a tool to be used to gain worship and authority and once achieved, he will discard it and burn it with fire.  In other words, he will deceive the very religion that he uses and will eventually destroy that religion.  A difficult concept to understand but a very important issue to grasp.  To the Anti-Christ, religion is nothing more than a means to an end.
15.  God has put it into their hearts to accomplish his purpose.  This is God’s will that the Anti-Christ should deceive the world…especially the religion that he uses to accomplish his purposes.  He will deceive the nations to give up their autonomy and authority and give it to him.  What a mistake that will be!  He will bring the entire world to ruin.  Evil and sin destroys everything it entangles in its system.  That is why God’s people are warned not to be part of or entangled in the world’s system.  
16.  The woman you saw is the great city that rules over the kings of the earth.  We are preparing to move into chapter 18 which describes the destruction of the false religious system but also it seems to be describing a literal city.  This is a city we call Babylon.  This calls for wisdom.

 Close to the end of the Birth Pangs, 3 ½ years into the 70th year of Daniel, the Mahdi will reveal to everyone that Islam is a false religion, and will begin a campaign to destroy the mosques and kill the imams, he will announce to the world there is no longer a religion called Islam and that he alone is god. According to Islam’s own hadith there will be four things that will happen.
5. Gordon Lawrence in his book Silence in Heaven has put forth the idea that an Islamic Empire will be the eighth kingdom. We feel based on present day events pretty dogmatic about this. We’ll use this chart from Lawrence’s book.

v. 10 Five have Fallen                                          Kingdom Rulers             
     1. Egyptian Empire                                           Pharaoh
     2. Assyrian Empire                                           Niglath Pilezer
     3. Babylonian Empire                                      Nebuchadnezzar
     4. Medo Persian Empire                                  Cyrus
     5. Grecian Empire                                             Alexander


v. 10 One is____________________________________________
     6. Roman Empire                                               Caesar

V. 10 The Other has not yet come___________________________
     7. Islamic Empire                                              Muhammed
v. 10 When he comes
     he must remain a little while                         Muhammed’s public ministry was 
                                                                             from 613 AD to 632 AD, a span of
                                                                              19 years
v. 11 The beast which was and is not
     8. Revived Islamic Empire                                 The Islamic Revival can be 
                                                                      traced to two modern events: the 
                                                                       Arab Oil Embargo in 1973 and the 
                                                                       Iranian Revolution in 1979. These two
                                                                       events empowered the oil countries
                                                                       (OPEC) to use oil as a weapon, and
                                                                       also allowed the Iranian Ayatollah
                                                                       to challenge the supremacy of 
                                                                       Western cultural expansion in the
                                                                        Middle East.
v. 11 is himself also an eighth and is one of the seven, and he goes to destruction.
     This is the antichrist, the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction, spoken of in 2 Thessalonians 2: 3.




The Twelfth Imam

     The religion of Islam has two main sects the Shia and the Sunni. The Sunni tribes make up 88% of the Muslim population and the Shi-ites 12%. Interesting for those who study eschatology, the Shi-ites believe that in the Twelver, called this because they believe that the Twelfth Imam will return as the Messiah during the last days on earth. His name is Muhammed ibn Hasan al-Mahdi. He was born in 869 AD, and at age 5 he became an Imam whose life was lived out in hiding, and represented by his faithful deputies. After seventy-two years of this hiding he was saved from death and hidden away by Allah. When this time is over he will return to earth with Jesus the prophet to rescue the world community of Islam from the hands of the antichrist (our Jesus).  This is a brief look at some of the major Muslim Eschatological teachings put next to biblical prophecy.  



	What the Bible says about the Antichrist
	What Islam and the Koran say about Mahdi 12th Imam

	The antichrist will be an unparalleled leader in ability to speak and lead
	The Imam Al Madhi will be an unparalleled leader in ability to speak and lead

	The False Prophet will support the antichrist in deceiving the world into accepting and following the Antichrist.
	A "Muslim Jesus" will "return" and support the Imam Al Madhi in getting the world to accept the Imam Al Madhi and follow him.

	The Antichrist and the False Prophet will have a powerful army that will do great damage to the Earth in order to subdue it and follow them.
	The Imam Al Madhi and the Muslim "Jesus" will have a powerful army that will do great damage to the Earth in order to subdue it and cause everyone to follow them

	The False Prophet is described as a Dragon in Lamb's clothing
	The Muslim "Jesus" will come bearing the name that the world knows as the Lamb of God and yet teach Islam.

	The Antichrist and the False Prophet establish a New World Order
	The Imam Al Madhi and the Muslim "Jesus" establish a New World Order

	The Antichrist is said to "change the times".
	The Imam Al Madhi almost certainly will adopt use of the Islamic calendar for use worldwide, hence changing the times. It is a 12 month calendar of 30 days each with Muslims names.

	The Antichrist and False Prophet will adopt a universal and mandatory religion
	The Imam Al Madhi and the Muslim "Jesus" will institute Islam as the only acceptable religion.

	The Antichrist and False prophet will execute by beheading anyone who does not accept their religion
	The Imam Al Madhi and the Muslim "Jesus" will execute by beheading anyone who does not accept Islam. Beheading has been the official method of execution for Islam since the days of Mohammed and still is to this very day.

	The Antichrist will have a specific agenda to kill as many Jews as possible.
	The Imam Al Madhi and the Muslim "Jesus" will have an order from God to root out and kill all Jews.

	The Antichrist and False Prophet will attack and conquer Jerusalem. Interestingly enough all of the nations the Bible mentions as coming to attack Israel and Jerusalem (In Ezekiel) are currently Muslim nations
	The Imam Al Madhi and Muslim "Jesus" will attack and conquer Jerusalem in the name of Islam

	The Antichrist will set himself up in the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem as his seat of authority.
	The Imam Al Madhi will establish the Islamic Caliphate from Jerusalem. The Caliphate is a religious and political leader of all Islam and all Muslims. With the whole world having to accept Islam he will in effect be a world ruler from Jerusalem

	.The Antichrist will perform many miracles in order to deceive many into following him.
	The Imam Al Madhi will also be able to perform many miracles.

	The Antichrist will make a peace treaty with Israel for 7 years.
	The Imam Al Madhi will make a peace treaty with Israel for 7 years.

	Jesus at his second coming will defend Jerusalem and Israel from an attack by a coalition of nations led by the Antichrist and the False Prophet.
	Warns that the Dajjal, the Muslim Antichrist, will appear and fool Jews into thinking he is Jesus the Messiah and fight for them. The Koran warns Muslims to ignore everything he says and flee from him.



** Please note the silence today among the imams in the Muslim world. Even law abiding Muslim citizens display little if any outrage that demands and overthrow of jihadist governments. Muslims speak on behalf of their peaceful faith and Muslim apologists will say that jihad is not representative of their faith. 

Chapter 18
Babylon The Great Is Fallen
1. Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great – Commentaries and Bible Scholars have put forth numerous suggestions as to what city the scripture might be referring to, among those mentioned are: Rome, Babylon, New York, Mecca, Dubai, and Jerusalem and there are others.  I think this would also have a double meaning…both the system of false religion as well as the city where it dwells.
2.  Come out of her my people.  God is giving a warning to come out of this false religious system…as well as possibly the city so that you will not have to experience the judgment that is coming on her.  This will require wisdom and discernment.  
3.  When the kings of the earth.  The rulers of the world are going to see the destruction of the system and the city and will mourn.  Many scholars seem to think that this will be the center of political power in the world.

Many believe that this is referring to the ancient city of Babylon.  It may or may not be the reality.  In Isaiah chapter 13, it says:
See, I will stir up against them the Medes,
    who do not care for silver
    and have no delight in gold.
18 Their bows will strike down the young men;
    they will have no mercy on infants,
    nor will they look with compassion on children.
19 Babylon, the jewel of kingdoms,
    the pride and glory of the Babylonians,[b]
will be overthrown by God
    like Sodom and Gomorrah.
20 She will never be inhabited
    or lived in through all generations;
there no nomads will pitch their tents,
    there no shepherds will rest their flocks.

It seems pretty straight forward that the original ancient city of Babylon will never be inhabited again.  I believe this is the new Babylon that represents the system of idolatry and power. 

** Using  Google Earth, use these coordinates to what was going on in Babylon, yes, Babylon, while Saddam Hussein was in power in Iraq.
Babylon
     Most theologians agree that Chapter 17 deals with Babylon as a spiritual entity, its mystery form as a religious system or spirit of false worship.  Chapter 18 deals with Babylon as a political entity, a commercial system embodied in a city.
     Some believe there are two prominent cities representing two prominent systems and both are called Babylon. The first is Rome, the head of the religious system in the first half, which is also entrenched in the political realm as she has always been. The other city is the capitol of the great political and commercial system , this most likely refers to a rebuilt city of Babylon.
     Babylon is mentioned 260 times in scripture, and is second in importance only to Jerusalem. Biblically, it is viewed as the devil’s city while Jerusalem is seen as God’s city. Babylon is the result of apostasy against God’s plan of salvation.
     The city of ancient Babylon is in Iraq, about 50 miles south of Baghdad on the Euphrates River. What you may not know is that prior to Desert Storm and the conflict in Iraq, Saddam Hussein had for several years been working on rebuilding the city of Babylon right on top of the old ruins, and establishing himself as the incarnation of Nebuchadnezzar, the great king.
     Babylon is first found in Genesis 10  (It is suggested that you read Genesis 10-14).   So historically there are three things about Babylon:
     1. It begins as the place of man’s rebellion through and a united world effort which God judged by the confusion of languages.
     2. It’s also the instrument that seeks to take away the land promised by God to His people, the Israelites.
[bookmark: _GoBack]     3.  It is the kingdom that destroys or at least disrupts God’s kingdom here on earth and starts the times of the Gentiles, the time of the Gentile domination.

The Origin of Babylon’s Religion
     Nimrod first appears in Genesis chapter ten, where he is recorded as the founder of Babel, later Babylon. His name means, “Let us revolt or rebel.” Nimrod’s kingdom was formed as a result of his tyranny and absolute force. Nimrod was against God and his plan. He had within him the nature and character that would exist in the Gentile nations throughout history-especially in the final form in the Great Tribulation—tyranny and apostasy.  The rebellion is seen in their attempt at building a city and tower that would reach to heaven. Under God’s direct order, man was to scatter and replenish which meant the establishment of nations. On to the actual origin of the religion.
     Nimrod had a wife named Samurais who was the founder and first high priestess of the Babylonian mystery religion. She gave birth to a son named Tammuz, whom she claimed was conceived miraculously. This son was considered savior of his people and in effect was the first false Messiah—a counterfeit of God’s promise of a Savior.  There were many secret rites in the worship of its idols. The rites incorporated the worship of the mother (the queen of heaven) and the child. While the rites varied, and the idol images often varied from country to country, they all contained one central feature, the worship of the goddess mother and her child. The religious system which began in Babel became the mother, the source of all pagan religions of the world. This is the reason she is called “Mother of Harlots”.

The Merchants of the Earth Weep
4. The merchants of the earth will mourn – More than likely because of their own great financial loss and the fact that this will likely be the financial center of the world at this time.  
5.  Every sea captain…  Again it is detailing those who were dependent on this system and city.  Many scholars believe this is because this is a great sea port that would be a center of shipping.
6.  Thought??? – Revelation 18 seems to be pointing to a city that is the political center, the financial center, and a sea port all in one.  Does this ring a bell with anyone as to what city this could be?   Instead of a physical city could this be symbolic of all great cities, showing the arrogance of civilization in defiance of God? Or could this be God removing the curse spoken of in Jeremiah 50: 39?  There are great challenges in navigating through this book full of symbolism to try to determine what is symbolic and what is reality.  I believe this is describing a literal city and it is described very well in this chapter.  
7. A great millstone – A typical millstone has two parts, the bedstone which serves as the base for the runner stone which then crushes and refines the grain.  A millstone could weigh in the neighborhood of 3,300 pounds. That being said, the strong angel is sending a very strong message of a violent end that is coming.
8. Music will never be heard.  Many of the world’s civilizations have focused on the arts. The scriptures above mention harps and flutes, as society moves along those arts are replaced by mechanized entertainment. Regardless, the focus is not where it should be on God!
9. The light of a lamp – Think of the bride and groom and the joy that the future brings. In Revelation 18 all of that joy is lost along with happiness. 
10. In her was the blood of Prophets – This will be a religion, that will seek to kill all Christians and Jews, suppress all freedom of religion in readiness for the unveiling of the antichrist.


